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Roman Catholic Journalists Describe Rhcdes_ Meeting with Orthodox 


(Geneva) - A Roman Catholic international news service issued in Switzerland has 
published details of an unscheduled meeting between Roman Catholic journalists and 
Orthodox delegates at the meeting of the WCC's Central Committee held in Rhodes, 


August 19-27. (See EPS No. 34) 


The agency, KIPA, of Fribourg, quotes a description of the meeting by Father 
Antoine Wenger, editor of the Paris Roman Catholic daily "La Croix", who was one 
of the Roman Catholics present. 


Father Wenger reports thet "the very strong Orthodox delegation at Rhodes, as 
a gesture of goodwill to the Catholic guests, gave a dinner in their honour. Con- 
versations followed that took place in an atmosphere of great brotherly charity. 


"In the course of this meeting", the account continues, "Monsignor Dumont 
gave his views on the "rapprochement" of the Greek and Catholic churches". 


(Father Ghristophe-Jean Dumont, a Paris Dominican, who directs the "Istina" 
Institute, has been an active Roman Catholic worker for Christian unity for many 


years.) 
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Father Wenger's account (for text see EPS page 6) goes on to say that according 
to Father Dumont "the first step, as counselled by Pope John XXIII, will be better 
mutual acquaintance and reciprocal respect". 


Father Dumont is reported to have said further that "a meeting might take 
place between Orthodox and Catholic theologians. It would not be a learned congress 
and purely theoretical, but a fraternal discussion on the conditions for the reunion 
for which so many souls long", he declared. 


In a concluding appeal Father Dumont continued: "If I speak with such clearness 
I ask you to believe that I have the requisite authorisations and wholehearted en- 
couragement to enable me to do so", 


Father Wenger adds that "for the sake of the success of an undertaking of this 
kind the Director of 'Istina' asked everyone to be discreet". He quotes Father 
Dumont as saying: "Good makes no noise and noise does no good". 


"Alas", comments Father Wenger, "this advice was not heeded. The press 
agencies represented at Rhodes sent out sensational despatches during the night." 


The "La Croix" editor comments that while the stories in the press created a 
difficult situation, the explanations published in Rhodes and Rome "dissipated any 
uneasiness on the part of the World Council of Churches". 


The General Secretariat of the World Council of Churches in Geneva, after 
publication of the "KIPA" and "La Croix" reports, commented in a five-point state- 
ment: 


"]. There is nothing unusual in the fact that Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
theologians desire to have theological conversations. 


"2, What is unusual is that such conversations are described as dealing with 
the conditions of reunion and that special emphasis is given to the fact that 
they are officially authorised. In the Radio Vatican broadcast of September 

3 - a broadcast that has been described by Father Wenger as "officieux" (semi- 
official) - the result of the meeting was described as the official organisation 
of a meeting of Roman Catholic and Orthodox specialists and as 'a resumption of 
conversations between the Church of the East and Rome on a wider and more 
representative basis than in the past’. 


"3, In these circumstances it was highly unfortunate that the Roman Catholics 
who came as guests to the meeting of the Central Committee in Rhodes did not 
inform the responsible leaders of the committee of their intentions. 


"4. It is equally unfortunate that instead of following the counsel of dis- 
cretion which they had given, the Roman Catholic participants in the meeting 
themselves spoke to the press about it at Rhodes. 


"5. The contradictory nature of the statements in the Roman Catholic press 
and radio concerning the nature and significance of the proposals made by the 
Roman Catholics at Rhodes, far from dissipating the malaise already created, 
only add to the confusion and this cannot be in the interests of Christian 
unity <" EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox Spokesman Says "No Formal Talks" with Rome 


(Geneva) - A spokesman for the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople has said in 


mee that "no formal talks of any kind" are contemplated with the Roman Catholic 
urch. 


Archimandrite Emilian Timiadis, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
at the WOC's Geneva headquarters, in a statement issued this week in reference to 
the meeting of Orthodox and Roman Catholics on the island of Rhodes on August 21, 
emphasized that "many further comments exaggerating the importance of this meeting 
have been made in the press and by the Vatican Radio'. 


Father Timiadis said that "the Ecumenical Patriarchate still holds to its policy 
of remaining with the World Council and regrets the unfortunate implication that it 
1S in one way or another trying to weaken its relationship with the World Council." 


The full text of the statement reads: 


"Although it has been made claar that the meeting at Rhodes between 
Orthodox delegates and the Roman Catholic observers was of a purely informal 
and friendly nature, nevertheless many further comments exaggerating the 


2 nas of this mecting have been made in the press and by the Vatican 
adio. 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople wishes to reiterate, 
however, in order to make things quite clear, that no formal talks of any 
kind are contemplated. The Ecumenical Patriarchate still holds to its 
policy of remaining with the World Council, and regrets the unfortunate 
implication that it is in one way or another trying to weaken its relation- 
ship with the World Council. 


More than ever the Ecumenical Patriarchate wishes sincerely to co- . 
operate for the restoration of the unity of the Church and the common faith." 
EPS, Geneva 


US_Churches Support Khrushchev Visit 


(Washington, D.C.) - A delegation of more than 100 clergy and laymen representing the 
constituent denominations of the National Council of Churches has assured President 
Eisenhower of prayers and support in the forthcoming exchange of visits with Soviet 
Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev. 


The group, headed by NCC President Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg of Ste Louis, Moe, was 
described as "the largest and most representative group of Protestant churchmen ever 
to call on the President. Thirty of the Council's 33 constituent denominations were 
represented, 26 by either the titular head or chief executive officer, or both. 


The delegation told the President they would pray that in connection with the 
Soviet premier's visit to the United States "we might demonstrate by our courtesy 
and self-discipline that we are not overwhelmed by alien and repulsive ideologies and 
that any visitor sees our country as it truly qe! 


The churchmen's statement to the President emphasized that despite dangers in- 
volved in the visits, including "the illusion that an exchange of visits can eradicate 
easily the problems which are the continuing concern of diplomacy," the United States 
"ag a nation, must seize every opportunity for the honourable settlement of issues and 
for things that make for peace." 
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In a message issued to NCC member churches, which together have 38,000,000 
members , Dr. Dahlberg called upon them to recite a special "Prayer for the Nation" 
in connection with the Khrushchev visit. The prayer invokes the guidance of God 
toward a permanent peace and asks that "the clouds of suspicion and fear now shadow- 
ing the life of mankind be cleared away" and that mankind be delivered from "the 


treachery of subversive groups that would exploit for their own purposes the hopes of 
humanity for peace and justice. 


The exchange of visits has also been supported in a resolution ~dopted by the 
International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). It termed 
the exchange “a step towards bridging the chasm of suspicion and mistrust which has 
recently existed between the US and the Soviet Union. 


Meanwhile the Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs at their 33rd annual convention 
in New York urged, in a letter sent to the President, that Premier Khrushchev be 
invited to attend Russian Orthodox churches on his visit to see that "God is worshipped 
in absolute freedom" in the United States. The letter said that the visit would 
show Mr. Khrushchev that Russian-Americans “have organized, built and supported 
(their churches) of their own free will and without governmental supervision or 
eontrol". 


The Federation is a religious, cultural, charitable and social organization of 
the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America, representing about 25,000 
persons in 150 chapters. It does not recognize the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Clark Installed as Canada's Ninth Primate 


(Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Guebec) - The Rt. Rev. Howard Hewlett Clark, 56, Bishop of 
Edmonton, Alberta, has been installed as the ninth Primate (chief bishop) of the 

Anglican Church of Canada. He succeeds Archbishop Walter Foster Barfoot, of Rupert's | 
Land, who retired last December. 


Bishop Clark, who now takes the personal title of Archbishop, was elected to the — 
position by the church's triennial General Synod, shortly after his presentation of 
the first "thoroughly Canadian" version of the church's Book of Common Prayer. He had 
served as chairman of the cantral sub-committee responsible for the revision, which 
has been in process for 16 years. 


The revised edition was endorsed by the more than 330 bishops, priests and lay- 
men from the church's 28 denominational dioceses in 65 minutes after he began his 
presentation. Observers said the time set a record for such an action, and many 
delegates were reported "flabbergasted" by the speed and ease with which it was ap~ 
proved. 


The revised book now goes into permissive use throughout the church until the 
next General Synod in 1962 gives final and absolute approval. The new edition does 
not change Anglican doctrine, but eliminates archaisms, incorrect translations and 
words whose meaning has changed. 


In another action the synod approved a $1.00 , O6O fund-raising campaign to assist 
overseas refugees during World Refugee Year. 


The action followed within minutes an address by Dr. Leslie Cooke, associate 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, in which he urged that Canada 
do its share in receiving the ill, aged and handicapped refugees. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1959-09-18 26 37 
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He noted that "great as has been the hospitality" of Canada in receiving refugees 
it has "on the whole picked out only the healthy and the potential economic assets. 
Its record in receiving the so-called hard core," he added, "is put to shame by 
countries like France, Belgium, Greece and the Scandinavian lands." 


Dr. Cooke urged the churches to use their influence with the government, to 


start campaigns for resources and call attention to the most helpless and pitiable 
cases. 


"T'm not pleading for some bit of Christian humanitarian Red Cross activity, " 
he said. "I'm pleading for Christian action based on the Christian Gospel. Do it 
for the faces behind the figures - for the love and grace of what Christ has done.! 

EPS, Geneva 


Father Rakele Denied Passport 


(Johannesburg, South Africa) - A leading African clergyman who opposes his govern- 
ment's apartheid policies has been denied a passport and told he cannot leave the 
country. 


The Rev. Leo T. Rakale, a member of the Anglican Community of the Resurrection, 
said he was denied the passport for a trip to England to visit the order's mother 
house at Mirfield, Yorkshire. He attributed the rejection of his application to 
his association "with groups opposed to the government's policies". 


The first non-European to join the order, Father Rakale was a colleague of the 
Rev. Trevor Huddleston, who before his recall to England in 1956, was the community's 
most outspoken opponent of racial segregation. Since then Father Rakale has con- 
tinued Father Huddleston's work to improve conditions among underprivileged Africans 
in Johannesburg. EPS, Geneva 


See 


(London) - A leading Anglican has predicted closer relations between the Orthodox 
and non-Orthodox member—churches of the World Council of Churches as a result of the 
WCC Central Committee meeting held at Rhodes (August Ie) 


The Rt. Rev. S.F. Allison, Bishop of Chelmsford, writing in the current issue 
of the "Church Times", British Anglican weekly, says "there is no doubt that many 
misunderstandings have been removed and closer relations established" at the meeting. 


He adds: "The warmth of the welcome given to us by the Metropolitan of Rhodes, 
who endeared himself to us, snd the hospitality we received from all our Orthodox 
hosts have been a clear token of their affection for their fellow-Christians and of 
their desire for a closer rapprochement within the fellowship of the World Council." 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne, Baptist vice-chairman of the WCC's Central Committee, in 
an article in his church's publication, The Baptist Times, said that at the mceting 
leaders of Eastern and Western traditions "looked at one another more closely and, 
under Twentieth Century conditions, have come better to understand one another. 


"A corner has been turned on the still long and precipitous path toward full 
Christian unity and fellowship," he wrote, "but a corner, which like the hair-—pin 
bends on the steep hillside, might have beon the scene of disaster." EPS, Geneva 
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Meeting of Roman Catholics and Orthodox 
at Rhodes, August 21, 1959. 
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The following description of the meet- 
ing at Rhodes (see EPS page 1) was or- 
iginally published by Father Antoine 
Wenger, Editor in Chief of the Paris 
daily "La Croix", who was present at 
the meeting. It is reproduced here 
from the international Roman Catholic 
service (KIPA), Fribourg, September 4, 
999s 


"The very strong Orthodox delegation at Rhodes, as a gesture of goodwill 
to the Catholic guests, gave a dinner in their honour. Conversations followed 
that took place in an atmosphere of great brotherly charity. 


"In the course of this meeting Monsignor Dumont gave his views on the 
'rapprochement' of the Greek and Catholic churches. The first step, as 
counselled by Pope John XXIII, will be better mutual acquaintance and reciprocal 
respect. 


"Father Dumont went on to say that 'a meeting might take place between 
Orthodox and Catholic theologians. It would not be a learned congress and 
purely theoretical, but a fraternal discussion on the conditions for the reunion 
for which so many souls long', he declared. In conclusion Father Dumont said: 
'If I speak with such clearness I ask you to believe that I have the requisite 
authorisations and wholehearted encouragement to enable me to do so!. 


"For the sake of the success of an undertaking of this kind the Director 
of 'Istina' asked everyone to be discreet. 'Good makes no noise and noise does 


no good' he said. 


"Alas, this advice was not heeded. The press agencies represented at 
Rhodes sent out sensational despatches during the night." EPS, Geneva 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE WILL APFEAR ON OCTOBER 2nd, 1959. 
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